JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
questionable right to claim it. So long as the agreement to
refrain from developing bases* remains in force, we must,
in our military and naval preparations, distinguish between
England and America.
Our proposals as to limitation of armament must be
amended accordingly. We must have fresh safeguards in
the Southern Seas. The least carelessness on our part will
endanger our national safety.
(4) British Bases in the Pacific and Indian Oceans
Hongkong.
Far nearer to us than Singapore, that principal star in
the constellation of British bases, and of far greater military
importance to us, is Hongkong. It lies near the mouth of
the river about ninety miles to the southward of Canton.
It is an island running from east to west for about eleven
miles, with a breadth of from two to five miles and an area
of about twenty-two square miles. It is separated from the
Kowloon peninsula by a strait about half a mile wide. The
island is hilly, with steep declivities and no rivers or streams.
There are many places where an armed landing party could
be put ashore, but the disembarkation of a large force would
be difficult. The harbour is large enough to take our whole
Fleet. It is not strongly fortified, for it was agreed at Washing-
ton that no extensions or improvements should be made.
Kowloon was leased by the British in order to make the
place more defensible. The leased territory comprises some
356 square miles, most of which area is under cultivation*
Australia and New Zealand.
To turn to Australia, there are naval ports on the east
coast at Sydney and Melbourne, which are the principal
bases of the Australian Navy. Both are well equipped and
have well constructed, strong forts.
Apart from these, there are defended harbours at
Thursday Island in the Torres Strait on the north, at Bris-
bane and Newcastle on the east coast, at Adelaide on the
south coast, at Albany, Port Darwin, and Fremantle on
* Article XIX of the Washington Treaty.

